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Amendments in the Cteims; (struck-through parts deleted and underlined parts added) 

I . (currently amended) A hole pimching device for selectively punching 
holes through a paper matcriaU said device comprising: 

an elongate base having a first end^ a second end» a first side edge» u second side 
S edge, tt top side and u bottom side, a compartment being positioned mthiu 

said base, said top side having un aperture extending lherethn)ugh and into 
said compartment, said aperture being positioned generally adjacent to 
said first end, said base having a length ih>m said first end to said second 
end greater than nine inches; 
10 an engaging arm being elongated and having rearward end and a forward end, 

said rearward end being pivotally coupled to said top side of said base and 
positioned adjacent to said second end such that said engaging ann 
extends over said aperture; 
a piston extending through and being movably mounted in said engaging arm, 
15 said piston including an upper portion extending upwardly from said 

engaging arm and a lower portion extending downwai-dly from said 
engaging arm, said piston being positioned sucli that said piston may 
selectively extend through said aperture; 
a first biasing member being coupled to said piston for biasing said limcr portion 
20 upwardly away from said base; 

u second biasing member being coupled to said engaging aJTO tor biasing said 
forward end of said engaging arm upwardly away from said base; and 
an actuator for selectively moving said lower portion of said piston downward and 
into said aperture being attached to said engaging arm , said actuator 
25 compf ising a lever pivotally coupled to said engaging ami and cxtcndintr 

over said upper portion of said piston, said lever having a free end 
extending geneTally toward said rearward end of said en^afiing arm , 
wherein satd lower oonion is moved into said aperture when said free end 
is selectively move d toward an upper surface of the en^apn{^ arm . 
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2. (original) The device of claim 1 , wherein a proximate portion of said 
bottom side with respect to said first end defines a door for selectively opening or closing 
said compartment. 

5 3. (original) The device of claim 1, wherein said engaging arm has a cavity 

Lherdn positioned between said rearward and forward ends, a covering being selectively 
positioned over said cavity for opening or closing said cavity. 

Claim 4 (cancelled) 

10 

5. (currently amended) The device of claim [4] 1, further including u third 
biasing member being attached to said engaging arm for biasing said actuator upwardly 
away from suid pislnn. 

1 5 6. (currently amended) The device of claim [4] 1, wherein said first end of 

said base has a template receiving slot therein and traversing said aperture and said 
device further includes a plurality of template and punch member pai]*ed c<)mbinations> 
each of said templates comprising a panel having an opening extending therethrough, 
each of said templates being selectively positionablc into said template receiving slot 

20 such that said opening is aligned with said aperture, each of said openings having a 

different shape, each of said pimch members being selectively coupled to said piston and 
having a shape adapted for creating a punch having the shape of the opening of a paired 
one of said templates. 

25 7. (original) The device of claim 6, wherein each of said punch members 

includes a female coupler and u cutting member, each of said female couplers being 
selectively coupled to said lower portion of said piston, each of said cutting members 
having u shape substantially identical to the sliapc of one of said openings. 

30 Claims 8 and 9 (cancelled) 
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1 0. (original) A hole punching device for selectively punchmg holes Ihtough a 
paper m^tcriaU .said device comprising: 

an elongate base having a first end^ a second end^ a nn>t side edge^ a .secimd fside 
edge, a top side and a bottom side, a compartment being positioned within 
5 said ha<;e, said compartment extending toward said first end, said top side 

having an aperture extending therethrough and into said compartment, said 
aperture being positioned generally adjacent to said first end» a proximate 
portion ol'said bottom side wilh respect to said Iirst end dcHning a door 
for selecLively opening or closing said comparUnenl, said base having a 
10 length from said first end to said second end greater than nine inches, said 

first end having a template receiving slot therein and traversing said 
aperture; 

an engaging arm being elongated and having rearward end and a forward end. 

said rearward end being pivotally coupled to said top side of said base and 
15 positioned udjacenl lo Siiid second end such that said engaging arm 

extends over said aperture, said engaging arm having a cavity therein 
positioned between said rearward and forward ends, a covering being 
selectively positioned over said cavity for opening or closing said cavity; 
a piston extending through and being movably mounted in said engaging arm, 
20 said piston including an upper portion extending upwardly from said 

engaging arm and a lower portion extending downwardly from said 
engaging arm, said piston being positioned such that said piston may 
selectively extend througli said aperture; 
a lirst biasing member being coupled to said piston for biasing said lower portion 
25 upwardly away from said base; 

a second biasing member being coupled to said engaging arm for biasing said 

forward end of said engaging arm upwardly away from said base; 
an actuator for selectively moving said lower portion of said piston downward and 
into said aperture being attached to said engaging arm, said actuator 
30 comprising a lever piviitally coupled to said engaging arm and extending 

over said upper portion of said piston, said lever having a free end 
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extending generally toward said rearward end of said engaging ann, 
v^erein said lower portion is moved inU) 5iaid aperture when said free end 
is ^selectively moved toward an upper surface of the engaging arm; 
a third biasing member being attached to iwid engaging arm for biasing said 

actuator upwardly away from said piston; and 
a plurality of template and paneh member paired eombinatioos* each of said 

templates comprising a punel having an opening extending thcrcthrougii, 
each or said templates being selectively positionable uito said template 
receiving slot such tliat said opening is aligned with said aperture^ each of 
said openings having a different shape, each of said punch members 
including a female coupler and a cutting member, each of said female 
couplers being selectively coupled to said lower portion of said piston, 
each of said cutting members having u si/e and shape suhstuntially 
identical to the shape of one of said openings. 
15 

1 L (new) A hole punching device for selectively punching holes through a 
paper material, said device comprising: 

an elongate base having a first end, a second end, a first side edge, a second side 
edge, atop side and a bottom side, a compartment being positioned within 
20 said base> said top side having an aperture extending therethrough and Into 

said compartment, said aperture being positicmed generally adjacent to 
said first cnd» said base having a length IVom said first end to said second 
end greater than nine inches, said Hrsi end oJ'said base having a template 
receiving slot tliercin and traversing said aperture; 
25 an engaging unn being elongated and having rearwai'd end and a forward cnd» 

said rearward end being pivotally coupled to said top side of said ba^je and 
positioned adjucenl to said second end such that said engaging ann 
extends over said aperture; 
a piston extending through and being movably mounted in said engaging arn^ 
30 said piston including an upper portion extending upwardly Crvm said 

engaging arm and a lower portion extending downwardly irom said 
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engaging arm^ said piston being posi tioned ^uch that said piston may 
selectively extend through said aperture; 

a first biasing member being coupled lo .said piston for biasing said lower portion 
upwardly away from said base; 
5 a .second biasing member being coupled to said engaging urm for biasing said 

forward end of said engaging ai*m upwardly away from said base; 

an actuator for selectively moving said lower ponion of said piston downward and 
into said aperture being attached to said engaging ami; and 

u plurality of template and punch member paired combinations, each of said 
1 0 templates comprising a panel having an opening extending therethrough, 

each of said templates being selectively positionablc into ^^a^d Lcmplalc 
receiving slot such that said opening is aligned with said apert ure, each of 
said openings having a different shape, each of said punch members being 
selectively coupled to said piston and having a shape adapted for creating 
1 5 a punch having the shape of the opening of a paired one of said templates 

12, (new) The device of claim 1 U wherein each of said punch members 
includes a female coupler and u cutting member, each of said female couplers being 
selectively coupled to said lower portion of said piston, each of said cutting members 
20 having a shape substantially identical Lo the shape of one of said openings. 
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